
6. Boarding School & Sisters' House 
 
(Below): In 1813 - four years before Leonora arrived - there were  twenty-four girls in 
the boarding school, and there was an identical number women in the Sisters' House. 
Lord Lansdowne's recognition of the work was clearly valued, and the school was open to 
any who wanted to attend, including non-Moravians. Only three of the students were 
from the Tytherton Congregation. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



(Below): The extract from the Congregational Diary for 1816 (a year before Leonora 
arrives) gives some indication of the numbers, work, and culture of the community. The 
emphasis on 'resignation' fits in well with the Lutheran influence of Graf (Count) Nikolas 
von Zinzendorf (1700-60), the Lutheran and Pietist (a spiritual reform movement within 
Lutheranism which reacted against the rational in favour of inner commitment and 
experience). The theological tradition of Augustine, Calvin and Luther all stressed that 
everything that happened was predestined according to God's will.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
(Below): Leonora joins the Moravian Girls' School, 1820 (age about 12 years): 

 

 
 
 
(Below): Diana Ormond, Housekeeper of the Girls' School, has the duty of seeing that the girls 
(including Leonora) get to meetings and to bed on time! (Saturday, 23rd September, 1815) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Below): Sister Diana Ormond, housekeeper of the Girls' School, dies a month before Leonora. 

 

 
 

 
(Below): January, 19th, 1825, Leonora is first rejected (probably by lot), and then accepted by 
lot on February 16th: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The Moravians in their own words: An exercise! 

 
Two extracts from the Minister’s Congregational Diary for 1795 are presented here.  In 
reading them, a number of questions might helpfully be asked:  
 
1. What can we learn about their attitude to children?  
 
2. How might this attitude be related to their attitude towards God?  
 
3. How well-off was the congregation?  
 
4. How did the Moravians in this church cope with suffering and death?  
 
5. What can we learn from the Moravians of the 18th century that can be applied today? 
 
 
Extract 1: 1795 
 
We have retained the idiosyncratic grammar and spelling of the writer of these extracts, 
but have replaced abbreviations with the full words. The illustration shows the first part 
of the text. 
 

 
 

 
Transcription 

 

The Single Sisters in the Boarding School briefly take notice of 
the following:- Altho’ we have every reason to cry Lord have 
mercy! – yet we cannot be so ungrateful as to pass by the 
loving kindness, and tender mercies of our and the Children’s 
friend, so abundantly conferred upon us in the year past. June 
11

th
 we rejoiced at a Love feast on the anniversary of our 

entering into the School-house, at the conclusion of which 
Brother La Trobe offered up a heart affecting prayer, which left 
a pleasing impression on our minds. 
 
The little Girl Ann Worgan who came to us June 8

th
 in a poor 

state of health was taken ill of a bilious fever, and July 16
th

 
departed very happily to our Saviour her remains were interred 
on the 18

th
 her dear Parents being present; after the funeral the 

whole Congregation met to a Love Feast. She was lively a very 
loving engaging Child and seemed prepared for her happy 



change. August 17
th

 was indeed a day of grace and blessing, 
on which the Children’s friend walked in our midst, and gave 
us to feel his near presence in all our meetings; The classes 
were particularly distinguished. When each Child was 
addressed in a suitable and loving manner, which tenderly 
affected the dear Children, so that afterwards it was pleasing to 
observe in stillness their conversation and reflections 
concerning the same. – We cannot but hope the blessed 
[illegible] as they enjoy will be productive of real and abiding 
fruit, and childlikely thank our dear Saviour for what has been 
affected, on their little hearts in the course of the past year; 
believing that many of them have a tender feeling of the love of 
Jesus, and obtained more life in their hearts. 
 
We are also thankful for the temporal blessings we have 
enjoyed particularly in the late unhealthy season, that we have 
been favoured [?] with good health in general so that not 
above one or two of the Family had much reason to complain 
in this respect, thro’ out the Year. On Xmas Eve the Children 
assembled to a chearfull Love Feast, and rejoiced at the 
celebration of our Saviour’s birth, offering him the tribute of 
their greatfull hearts, and lisping forth his praise. 
 
 

Extract 2 : 1795 
 

 

 
 

 

Transcription 
 



The circumstances of the present times and the destructive 
consequences of War have often lead us with fervency to 
supplicate the Lord in behalf of ourselves, our fellowmen in 
general and those dear suffering Congregations Leist and 
Neuweid, who have experienced the painful and destructive 
effects of the convulsed state of Europe. 
 
Tho’ the whole Congregation has felt more or less the 
universal scarcity of the necessaries of Life, we can say, to the 
praise of our Saviour, that we have not suffered discontent to 
interrupt our happyness by looking to external causes, being 
sensible the Lord has permitted it for good to this Nation of 
which we are a part; and we should be ungrateful if we passed 
over in silence the blessings of our bountiful heavenly Father 
who by his kind providential care has so far supplied our poor 
Brethren and Sisters that none have suffered actual want, tho’ 
many arround us have not had sufficient to support nature. 
May this teach every Brother & Sister to be more thankful for 
the temporal blessings we enjoy – yet above all esteem this an 
enestimable privelege that we can upon all occasion draw near 
the Throne of grace and make known our wants to him who is 
able and willing to satisfy us abundantly out of the treasures of 
devine Love.  
 
Respecting the different Choirs in this Congregation we have 
reason to believe that the Holy Ghost has lead each faithful 
Soul, to a clearer knowledge of themselves, and the 
inexhausted stores of grace there is in the blessed Incarnation 
Life sufferings, and death of our crucified Saviour from whence 
alone is to be derived sanctification for Soul and Body. 
 
Our Single Sisters on looking back upon the past year find 
much reason for gratitude to God our Saviour who has 
graciously owned them as a family of his, and let them feel that 
amidst all their faults, and imperfections, he does not withdraw 
his chearing countenance from them. It has been a Year 
repleat with trials of various kinds, in each of which they have 
however experienced his kind support. They wish to bear in 
thankful remembrance their having had from time to time a 
sufficiency of work which has been the more observable on 
account of the scarcity in many other places. Their hearty wish 
now is shall all our Dear Lords dealings with them may have 



the effect to excite more attention to his aim with each, and 
that they may in future yield him more joy. 


