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Rural Ride, from Highworth to Cricklade, and thence
to Malmsbury.

Higuwontu (Wirrs), Moxpar, 4th Serer. 1826 —When

I got 10 Devizes on Saturday evening, and came to look out
of the inn-window into the street, I perceived, that 7 had seen
this place , and, always having thought, that I shewld
like to see Devizes, of which 1 had Flaenrd so much talk as a
famous corn-market, I was very much surprised to find, that
it was nof new to me. Presently a stage-coach came up to
the door, with *“ Bath and London ” upon its panels, and then
I recollected, that I bad been ot this place, on my way to
Bristo), Jast year. Devizes is, as nearly as possible, in_the
centre of the county, and the canal that passes close by it, is
the great channel through which the produce of the conntry
is carried away to be devoured by the idlers, the thieves and
w{b are all tax-eaters, in the Wens of Bath and

t
ml. - , which I passed through in my way from
Warminster 0 Devizes, was once a place much larger than
Deviges ; it is now a mere ragged villiage, with a church large,
very ancient, and of most costly structure. The whole of the
¢, here, might, as in most other cases, be placed in the
, or the church-porches. All the way along, the man-
: are nl:::r all gooe. Thereis now and then a

great place, belo nE to a boroughmonger, or some one
t

coonnected with bo mongers ; but, all the little gentlemen
; and hence it is, that parsons are now made Juastices
the Peace ! There are few other persons left, who are at
capable of filling the office in a way to suit the system !
The modepolizsing brewers and rag-rovks are, in some places,
the *“ -ihrlul'; and thus is the whole thing changed, and

noe more what it was. Very near to the sides of
my road from Warminster to Devizes, there were formerly I
(within a hundred years), 22 wansion-houses of suffitient note
to be marked as such in the county map, then made. There
are now only seven of them remaining. There were five
urches nearly close to my road; and in one parish

out of the five the pcrmg‘a—ﬁowe is in the parliamentar
return said to be ** foo small” for the parson to live in, t, ough
the church would contain two or three thousand people, and
MT the living is a Rectory, and a rich onetoo! "Thus has
the church-property, or rather that public property which is
¢alled church-property, been dilapidated! 'The parsons have
awallowed the tithes and the rent of the glebes; and have,
successively suffered the parsonages-hionzes to fall inte deeny,
But these parsonageés-houses were indeed, not intended for
large families. They were intended tor u priest, a wian past
of whose business it was to distribute the tithes amongst the
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of whose business it was to distribute the tithes amongst the
and the strangers! The parson, in this case, as Corsley
says, “' too small for an incumbent with a fumily. Ah! there is
the mischief. = It was never intended to give men tithes as a
mﬂnﬁr breeding | Malihus does not seem (o see any
in this sort of increase of population. It is the working
-m-hﬁou. those who raise the food and the clothing, that he
fcurlett want to put a stop to the brecding of.

I saw, on'm m{mdrmlgh the down-countnies, hundreds of
acres ﬂfﬁnhﬂ in shelves. What 1 mean is, the side of
a steep hill, made into the shape of a pair of stairs, only the
rising paris more sloping than those of a stairs, and deeper in
proportion.  The side of the Hill, in its original form was too
stecp so be ploughed, or even to be wurEed with a spade.
The earth as soon as moved, would have rulled down the hill;
sad Lesides, the rains wonld have soon washed down all the
surface earth, and have left nothing for plants of any sort to
grvow in. Therefore the sides of hills, where the land was
sufficiently , and where it was wanted for the growing of
corn, were made into a sort of steps or shelves; and the ho-
rizontal parts (representing the parts of the stairs that we put
our feet upon,) were ploughed and mowed, as they generally
are to this day. Now no man not even the hireling
Chalmers, will have the impudence to say that these shelves
smounting to thousands and thousands of acres in Wilishire
alove, were not made by the hand of man. It would be
Jmpud:nt to contend that thrse shelves were not formed by that
cause. Yet, thus the scotch scribes must contend; or they
must give up all assertions about the ancient beggary and
want of lation in England ; for, as in the case of the

:  what were these shelves made FOR! And could
' be made at all; without a great abundance of kands?
! shelves are every where tu be seen throughout the down
i;lhntrlu of Sussex, Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire, De-
vonshiré dnd Cornwall; and, besides this, large tracts of land
mﬂﬂl to millions of wcres, perhaps, which are now down
“heaths, or woodlands, still if you exswmine closely, bear the
marks of the plough. The factis, 1 dare say, that the country
" hits never varied much in the gross mmount of its population,
Horinerly the ?wple were pretty evenly spread over the
oYy, instead of being, as the greater part of them now
are, collected together in great masses, where, for the greater
part, the idders live on the labour of the industrious.
In quitsing Devizes yesterdny merping, 1 saw, just on the
’mﬁl’é‘iﬂ' the fown, a monstrous building which I took for »
k ; but wpon asking what it was, I found it was one of
- other marks of the Jubilee Reign; namely a a mosr |
‘m;ﬁnru wl It deemed to me sullicient to hold one
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‘half of the able bodied men in the country ! And it would do
it too, and do it well! Suchu system must come to an end,
and the end must be dreadful. As I caume on the road, for
the first three or four miles, 1 saw a great number of labourers
either digging potatoes for their Sucday’s dinner, or coming
home with them, or going out to dig tibem. The land-owners
or occupiers let small pieces of land to labourers, and these
they cultivate with the spade for their own use. They pay
in all cases, an enormous rent. The practice prevailsall the
way from Warminster to Devizes, and from Devizes to nearly
this place (Highworth.) The rent is, in some places, a shilling
a rod, which is, mind, 160s. or B/ an acre! Sull the poor
creatures like to have the lund : they work in itat their spare
hours; and on Sunday mornings early : and the overscers,
sharp us they may be, caunot ascertain precisely how much
they get of their plat of ground. But, goudGod! what a
life tolive! What a life to see people live ? to see this sightin
our own country, and to have the vase vanity to boast of that
country, and to talk of our “ constitution * and our * liberty™
and to affect to pity the Spaniaids whose \mrkinf people live
like gentleman, compared with our iniseruble creatures.
Again I say give me an inquisition and well healed checks
and ribs_ rather than “ civil and religious liberiy;” and skin
and bone. But, the fact is, that, where bounest aud laborious
men can be compelled to starve guict'y, whether all at once orby
inches, with old wheat ricks and fat cattle nnder their eye, itis
mockery to talk of their ** liberty,” of any sort; for the sum
total of their state is this, they have * liberty” to chovse
between death by starvation (quick or slow) and death by the
balter! Between Warminsier and Westbury I saw thirty or
more men digging a great field of, I dare say, twelve acres. |
thought, *“ surely, that * hAumane,’ hulf-mad, and bea-tly fellow
“ Owen, is not got at work here, that Owen, who, the beastly
“ feelosofers tell us, went to the Continent, to find ont how to
“ teach the labouring people to lve in a married state without
“ having children” No: it was not Owen: it was the
overseer of the parish, who bad set these nien to dig up this
field, previously to its being sown with wheat.  In short, it was
a digging instead of a ploughing. The men, I found upun
inquiry, got 94. a day for their work. Pliin digging, in the
market gardens near London, is, 1 beleive, 34, or 44, a rod,
If these poor men, who were chiefly weavers or spinners from
Westbury, or had come home to their parish froin Bradford
or Trowbridge ; if they diﬁged six rods each in a day, and
fairly did it, they must work well. This would be 3 half-pence

arod, or 20s. an acre and that is as cheap as ploughing, and
Bovem btiomas ae dand Hut how marh histter to rive the men
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four times as good. But how much better to give the men
higher wages, and let them do more work ? If married, how
are their miserable families to live on 4s. 64. a week ?  And if
single, they must and will have more, either by poaching, or b
taking without leave. At any rate, this is better than the rumﬁ
work : I mean better for those who pay the rates ; for here is
' something which they get for the money, that they give to the
oor ; whereas in the case of the road work, the money given
in relief is generally wholly so much lost to the rate-payer,
" What a curious spectacle tﬂil is, the manufactories throwing
the people back on the land ! It is not about eighteen months
ago that the Scotch Feelosofers, and especially Dr. Black,
were calling upon the farm-labourers to become manu-
facturers! I remonstated with the Doctor at the time; but, he
still insisted, that such a trunsfer of bhands was the only re-
medy fr the distress in the farning districts ! However (and I
thank God for it) the feelosofers have enough to do at home
now, fur the poor are crying for food in dear, cleanly, warm,
fruitfu’ Scotland herself, in spite of a’ the Hamiltons and o' the
Walla es and o’ the Maxwells and o’ the Hope Johnstones and
a’the Dundases and a’ the Edinbro’ Reviewers and ¢’ the Birk-
becks. In spite of all these the poor of Scotlund are now
helping themselves, or about to do it, for waat of the means of
purchasi g food.

1 went out of my way to see the Church at Grear
Lyppiarp, which, in the parliamentury return, is called
Lyddiard Tregoose. In my oll map it is called Tregoose;
that is to say, tress grosse, or, very big. Here is a good old
mansion-house and large walled-in garden and park, beloug-
ing, they told me, to Lord Bolingbroke. 1 went quite down
to the house, close to which stands the large and fine chucelr
It appears fo have been a noble ‘rlace; the land is some of the
finest in the whole country; the trees show that the land is
escellent; but, all, exeept the Church, is in a state of irrepair
and apparent neglect, if not abandonment. The parish is
largre, the living is u rich one, it is a Rectory ; but, though the
incumbent has the great and small tithes, he, in his return,
tells the Parliament, that the parsonage-house is worn out und
incapable of repair ! And, observe, that Parliament lets hiin
him continue to sack the produce of the the tithes and the glele,
while they know the parsonage-house to be crumbling down,
and while he has the impudence to tell them, that he does not
reside in it, thowgh the laws say that he shall ! And, while this
is suffered to he, a poor man way be transported for being in

| pursuit of o hare! ~ What coals, iow hot, Low red, is this fla-
gitious system preparing for the backs of its supporters,

In coming from Wotton-Basset to Highworth, 1 left Swin-
don a few wmiles away to my left, and camme by the village of
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Blunsdon. All along here 1 saw great quantities of hops in
thelhedges, and very fine hops, and I saw, at a village called
Stratton, 1 think it was, the first eempanula that I ever saw in
my life. The main stalk was more than four fect high, und
there were four stalks, none of which were less than three feet
high. All through the country, poor as well us rich, very neat
in their gardens, and very eareful to raise a great vanety of
flowers. At Blunsdon I saw a clump, or, ruther, a sort of
orchard, of as fine walnut trees as 1 ever beheld, and loaded
with walnuts, lndeed 1 have seen great crops of walputs all
'the way from London. From Blunsdou to this place is but a
| short ‘tﬁﬂmu. and 1 got here about two or three o’clock. This
is n oheese country ; some corn, but, generally speaking, it is a
country of dairies. “I'he sheep here are of the large kind ; a
sort of Leiccster sheep, and the cuttle chiefly for wmilking,
The ground is a stiff lowm at top, amd a yellowish stone under.
The ﬁuum are almost all built of stone: It is a tolerably rich,
but, by np means, a gay and pretty country.  Highworth has
a situation corresponding with its name, every side you
go up-bill to it, and from it you see to a ygreat istance all
rimml:- and into many counties. ]
" 1 saw, ut Coleshill, the most completd farm.yard that I ever
savw, and that 1 believe there is in »l Eugland, many and com-
lete ws English furm-yards are. This was the contrivance of

r. Palmer Folkestooe's bailiff and steward. The mus. ‘ .

ter gives al) the credit of plantation and farm to the servant;

but the servant ascribes a good deal of it to the msater, Be-

e

tween them, ot any rute, here are some most admiralide objects
in rural utfairs. And bere, too, there is wo misery
those who do the work ; those who, without whom there coult
have been no Locust-plantations and no farm-yard. Here all
ure confortable ; gaunt hunger bere stares no man in the tave.
That eame disposition, which sent Lord FoLkesToNE to sisit
| John Kuight in the dungeons at Reading, keeps pinchivg
bunger away from Coleslull.  I¢ is a very pretty spot all takep
together. Mt is chiefly grazing lund ; and, though the making
of cheese and bucon is, | dare say, the most profitable part of
the farming here, Lord Fo.kestoue futs oxen, and bhas @ stali
for it, which ought to be shown to foreigners, iustead of
the spinning jeunies. A fat ox is w finer thing than 4
cheese, however good. 'Lhere is a dairy here too, and
beautitully kept. When this stall is full ot oxen, and they all
fut, how it would wake a French tarmer stare! It would
wuke even a Yunkee think, thut “ Old Englund” was n
reepectable ** motdher,” after all. I I had to show this village
off to a Yankee. | would &liadfold himn all the wav tn  and
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oft to & Yankee, | would Slindfold bim all the way 1o, und
after 1 got him out of the villuge, lest he should see the scare-
crows ol paupers on the road.

For a weeL or ten days before I came to Highworth, 1 had,
owing to the uncertainty as to where 1 should be, no
newspapers seut me¢ trom London; so that really, 1 began to
feel, that I was in the " durk ages”  Anived bere, however,
the {ight cume bursting in upon me, flash after flush, from the
Wen, from Dublin, and from Modern Athens. 1 had, too,
for several days, nobudy to enjoy the light with. 1 bad
no sharers in e * anteeluctval” treat, and this sort of enjoy-
ment, unlike thut of some other sorts, is augmented by beilfg
divided. Oh! bow happy we were, und how proud we were,
to find (from the “iustructor”), that we had a king, that we
were the subjects of a sovereign, who hud graciously sent
twenty-five pounds to Sir Richard Birnie's Poor Box, there
swell the winount of the munificence of fined delinquents !
Aye, and this, too, while (as the ** instructor” told us) this
same sovereign had just bestowed, unasked for, an annuity of
500/, a year on Mrs, Fox, who bhad already a banging pension,
paid out of the taxes, raised in part, and in the greatest ;
upon a people who ure half-starved and half.nuked. And our
admirution at sthe poor-box atfuir was not at all lessened by
the reflection, that more money than swufficient to pay all lhe
poor-rates of Wiltshire and Bérkshire will, this very year,
have been expended on new palaces, on pullings down and al-
terations of pulaces before existing, and on ornaments and
decorations in and about fHyde Purk, where a bridge is build-
ing, whoch I am told, must cost a hundred thousand pounds,
though ull the water, that has to pass under it, wonld go
through a sugar-hogshead ; and DOES, a little while before
it comes to this bridge, go through an arch which 1 believe to
be smaller than a sugar hogshead | Besides, there was a bridge
here before, und o very good one too.

Now, will Jerry Curteis, who complains so bitterly about
the pouvr-rates, and who talks of the poor working people as if
their poverty were the worst of crimes; will Jerry say any
thing about this éridge, or about the enormous expenses at
Hyde Park Corner wid in St. James's Park ? Jerry [knowsd,
or he ought to know, that this bridge alone will cost more
money thun Aalf the poor-rates of the connty of Sussex ! Jerry
knows, or he ought 1o know, that this briage must be paid for
out of the taxes. EHe must know, or else he must be what I
dare not suppose him, that it is the faaes that make the pau-
pers ; and yet I am afruid, that Jerry will not open his lips
on the subject of this bridge. What they are going at, at
Hyde Park Corner, nobody that 1 talk with seems to know,
The “ great Captain of the Age,” as that nasty palaverer,
Brougham ealled him. lives close to this spot. where also the
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Hruugum.l: called him, lives close to this spot, where wlso the
“ English ladies’ * naked Achilles stands, having, on the buse

- of it, the word WELLINGTON in great staring letters wlnle

all the other letters are rery, very small; so that tax-eaters
and fund gamblers from the country, when they go to crouch
before this image, think it is the image of the Grewt Captam
himaself'! The reader will recollect, that, after the battle of
Waterloo, when we beat Napoleon with nearly a million of
foreign bayonets in our pay, pay that came out of that berrowed
money, for which we have nuvee to winee and howl : the reader
will recollect that, at that ** glorious” time, when the insolent
wrelches of tax-eaters were ready wo trample us under foot;
that, at that time, when the Yaunkees were defeated on the
Serpentine Iiirer, and before they bad thrashed Blue and Buff
s0 unmercifully on the ocean and on the lukes; that, et that
time 0" exultation with the corrupt, and of mourning with the
virtuous, the Collective, in the hey-day, in the delinum, of its
jov, resolved vo expend three millions of woney on triumphal
arches, or columns, or monuinents of some sort or other, to
commemorate the glorics of the war ! Soon after this, bow-
ever ke prices cume, and they drove triumphal arches out of
the heads of the Ministers, until ** prosperity, unparallelled
prosperity” came! This set them to work upon palaces and
streets ; und, 1 nm told, that the trivmphal-arch project 1s now
going on at fyde Park Corner! Good God! 1f this should be
true, how upt will every tiing be'! Just about the time that
the arch, or arches, will be completed; just about the tume
(hat the scaffolding will be knocked awav, down will come the
whole of the horrid boroughmongering system, for the up-
holding of which the vile tax-eating crew called for the war'!
All these palices and other expensive Hmjﬂ:la were jn.!clc?'
two years ugo; they were Aatched in the days of * prosperity”;
the plans and contracts were made, 1 dure say, feco or three
years ago! However, they will be completed much about in
the nlinthqf time! They will belp to exhibit the systci in its
true light.

Tmtb “ best possible public instructor” tells us, that Canning
is going to Puris. For what, 1 wonder? His brother, Huskis-
son, was there last year; and he did nothing. Itis supposed,
that the *“revered and ruptured Ogden” orator is going to try
the foreo of his oratory, in order to induce France and her
allies to let Portugal alone.  He would do better to arm some
ships of war ! Oh! no: never will that be done aguin ; or, ¥t
leust, there never will agsin &e war for three mouths as lorg
as this borough and paper system shall last ! This system bas
run wself out. Tt hus lasted a good while, and bas done tre »
mendous mischiel to the people of England; but, it is over ;
it is dome for ; it will live for a while, but it will go abou
Arianineg 1ta wines and half shisttine its evet. like a cock that
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drooping its wings and half shutting its eyes, like a cock that
hus Fﬂ'm pip: it will NEVER CROW again; snd for
that n: buwbly and fervently thank God! [t bas crowed over

us ough : it baspecked us and spurred us Whd siapped us
%ﬁg enough. The nasty, insolent creatures, thad it
bas under its wings, huve triumphed long enough : they

are now going 10 the the work-house and thither let them go,
(7u be continued) )



