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George Howard DOUGHTY 

George Howard Doughty was born at Hindon, Wiltshire in 1894 to parents Henry & Hannah Doughty (nee Hurle). 

His birth was registered in the district of Tisbury, Wiltshire in the September quarter of 1894. George’s parents had 

married at Monkton Deverill, Wiltshire in 1881.    

The 1901 Census recorded George Doughty as a 6 year old, living with his family at 28 High Street, Hindon, 

Wiltshire. His parents were recorded as Henry Doughty (Thrashing Machine Proprietor, aged 42, born Codford St. 

Peter) & Hannah Doughty (aged 42, born Monkton Deverill). George was the youngest of 4 children listed in this 

Census. The others were – Alfred (aged 14, born Hindon), Minnie (aged 12, born Hindon) & Clara (aged 8, born 

Hindon). Also listed on the Census were George Doughty’s Aunt & cousin - Emily Ruddock (widow, Dressmaker) & 

Kate Ruddock (Dressmaker, aged 39).   

The 1911 Census recorded George H. Doughty as a 16 year old Traction Engine Driver, living with his family in a 9 

roomed dwelling at High Street, Hindon, Wiltshire. His parents were listed as Henry Doughty (Thrashing Machine 

Pro, aged 53) & Hannah Doughty (aged 54). Henry & Hannah Doughty had been married for 29 years & had 7 

children – all still living. George was the youngest of 3 children listed on this Census – the others were Alfred F. 

(Traction Engine Driver, aged 24) & Clara Annie (aged 18).  

 

George Howard Doughty enlisted at Warminster with the Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire) Regiment. He was given 

the rank of Private & a service number of 22740.      

 

Private George Howard Doughty was killed in action on 24
th
 August, 1916. He was attached to 1

st
 Battalion, 

Wiltshire Regiment at the time of his death.  

 

Private George Howard Doughty is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial, France as he has no known grave -  

Pier & Face 13 A.   His death is acknowledged by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. The CWGC lists 

Private George Howard Doughty, 22740, 1
st
 Bn., Wiltshire Regiment. No family details are listed. 

 

War Diaries of 1
st

 Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 

Date – 24
th
 August, 1916 

Location – Leipzig Salient, France 

Entry - The following operation orders were received in the early morning "The Battn with the 3rd Worcester Regt 

on our right will join and consolidate the line R.31.C.40.65, 58-76,97 R.31.D.0.7., 26,35,64 & 65 - 30" Two Coys off 

the LN Lancs Regt were placed at the disposal of this Battn. These two Coys were used mostly for carrying 

ammunition etc up to the front line throughout the operation. An intense artillery bombardment was put on the line 

R.31.C.40.65 - R.31.D.80.25. And the enemy's defences in an area N off this line at 4.10p.m. The 7th & 75th Bde 

Stokes mortars bombarded the area R.31.C.40.65, 88,67, 66 40 - 55 and also point 76. At 9.10p.m. In this Battn 

the attack was carried out by A Coy on left, B Coy in the centre and D Coy on the right. C Coy was in support. A B 

& D Coys assaulted at 4.10p.m. At 4.12p.m. the artillery barrage lifted Northwards and cleared the line 

R.31.D.65.30, 64, 35, 26, 17, R.31.C.97.76.58. 40.65 at 4.15p.m. Progress on the extreme left was slow but on the 

right the position was gained and consolidated immediately. Casualties were heavy, amounting to about 320. Six 

officers were lost, 2nd Lieut Butler being killed. The enemy shelled out trenches heavily for the rest of the day and 

night. The CO Lieut Col SS Ogilvie was hit by a bomb on the leg. The wound, however, was slight and he carried 

on. Recommendations for Awards A Coy 1/Bn Wiltshire Regt To Adj. 1/Bn Wiltshire Regt. D C M No 20996 Pte 

Clark M S (Reported Missing) This man also showed great coolness, and carried messages from time to time 

during the heavy Bombardment on the 24th Aug 1916, he was sent with a message and ha not been seen since. A 

Coy 1/Bn Wiltshire Regt To Adj. 1/Bn Wiltshire Regt. D C M No 20996 Pte Clark M S (Reported Missing) This man 

also showed great coolness, and carried messages from time to time during the heavy Bombardment on the 24th 
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Aug 1916, he was sent with a message and has not been seen since. Sir I have the honour to bring to your notice 

the conduct of No 8963 Cpl Bridges J during the recent operations. On the 23rd, 24th & 25th August 1916 Cpl 

Bridges repeatedly went out in face of heavy artillery to repair the lines which had been cut by hostile fire. During 

the heavy bombardment of the 24th, this NCO went out several times to repair the lines and by his coolness and 

energy communication was kept up the front line: I have the honour to be Your Obedient Servant Sergt H Carter 

1/C Signals 1st Bn Wiltshire Regt. A Coy 1st Battn Wiltshire Regt To Adj, !st Wiltshire Regt Recommendations for 

Awards DCM 8505 Sergt Wilford Fidler During the whole of the attack in the Leipzig Redoubt on the 24th August 

1916 and during the heavy bombardment after the attack this Non Commission Officer showed great coolness. He 

also rallied his men after the assault to make further progress. He also gained superiority over enemy's snipers 

during the consolidation of the new line Trenches. [signed] W J E Ross 2nd Lieut OC A Coy Killed 12 men. Kept 

snipers down. Always had [?] 

(The Wardrobe  - Home of the Infantry Regiments of Berkshire & Wiltshire) 

 

 

1
st

 Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 

1914 

In August 1914 the 1st Battalion were based at Tidworth and the 2nd Battalion at Gibraltar. The 4th (Territorial) 

Battalion were at their Annual Camp at Sling Plantation, on Salisbury Plain. On mobilization the 1st Battalion left for 

France on the 13 August, taking part in the battle of Mons 10 days later and followed by the retreat from Mons. The 

‘retreat ‘was a fighting withdrawal with a number of significant actions fought along that route. The battalion 

remained intact and ended the retreat on the outskirts of Paris. Once the line stabilized the battalion took part in the 

First Battle of Ypres, and Neuve Chapelle by which time they had lost 26 officers and 1000 men, the equivalent of a 

whole battalion. This was followed by trench duty at Hooge and then Kemmel where they remained for the 

remainder of the year.  

1915 

The 1st Battalion spent the first few months on the Messines Ridge engaged in Trench warfare until March 1915. In 

March they took part in the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, followed by several more months in Trenches in the 

Dickebusch area. In June they took part in two attacks on the German Trench system round Hooge chateau, where 

the fighting was most severe. The next few months were spent in the trenches near Ypres, Hooge, alternating with 

rest periods in the ramparts at Ypres, itself under shell fire. In September they took part in a Major battle at Loos. In 

October together with the rest of their Brigade they were transferred to a New Army Formation, the 25th Division to 

provide experience. They spent the remainder of the year in the trenches at Ploegsteert Wood. Christmas dinner 

was not eaten until the 1st January 1916.   

1916 

At the start of 1916 the 1st Battalion were in reserve at Papot. They remained here for three months when they 

went south spending three weeks near St Pol. After relieving the French at Vimy Ridge they spent two months 

engaged in trench warfare near La Targette. Unspectacular work but it still resulted in 82 casualties. In July the 

Battalion moved towards the Somme area. They did not take part in the attack on the 1st July but did go into action 

at Thiepval on the 4th.  On the 22nd together with the 3rd Worcestershire Regiment they assaulted and captured 

the Lepzig Salient, including the Hindenburg trench. They withstood a number of counter attacks by the Prussian 

Guards all of which were beaten off. Other attacks followed together with more time spent in the trenches. In 

October they moved north and took up a position in the Ploegstreert where they were at the end of the year. 

(The Wardrobe  - Home of the Infantry Regiments of Berkshire & Wiltshire) 

 

 

http://www.thewardrobe.org.uk/home
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Pte George H. Doughty, 22740, Wiltshire Regiment, was entitled to British War Medal & Victory Medal. His Medal 

Index Card does not show a date he had entered a Theatre of War. 

 

British War Medal & Victory Medal 

 

G. H. Doughty is remembered as a casualty of World War 1 in the Diocese of Salisbury Memorial Book 1914-1918 

for the parish of Hindon. 

 

George Howard Doughty is remembered on the Hindon War Memorial, Wiltshire. 

 



©Wiltshire OPC Project/Cathy Sedgwick/2015 

 

Hindon War Memorial (Photos courtesy of Linda Robson 2013) 

 

 

Thiepval Memorial, France 

The Thiepval Memorial will be found on the D73, next to the village of Thiepval, off the main Bapaume to Albert 

road (D929). 

 

On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of Commonwealth forces launched an 

offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, 

the German defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were 

catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a failure. In the following 

weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes 

of the first day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter attacks meant a 

major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. 

The village had been an original objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and into 

November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 November with 

the onset of winter. 

 

In the spring of 1917, the German forces fell back to their newly prepared defences, the Hindenburg Line, and 

there were no further significant engagements in the Somme sector until the Germans mounted their major 

offensive in March 1918. 

 

The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers 

and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 

and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916. The 

memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the joint nature of the 1916 offensive 
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and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot of the 

memorial. 

 

The dead of other Commonwealth countries, who died on the Somme and have no known graves, are 

commemorated on national memorials elsewhere. 

Each year a major ceremony is held at the memorial on 1 July.     (Information & photos from CWGC) 

 

Thiepval Memorial 
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Photo of Private G. H. Doughy’s name on the Thiepval Memorial, France.    

 

(Photo courtesy of David Milborrow) 

 

 


