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William Charles BARRETT 

William Charles Barrett was born at Hindon, Wiltshire in 1891 to parents Charles & Arabella Barrett (nee Mould). 

William’s birth was registered in the district of Tisbury, Wiltshire in the December quarter of 1891. William‘s 

parents had married at Fonthill Bishop, Wiltshire in 1880.   

The 1901 Census recorded William C. Barrett as a 9 year old, living with his family at Ridge Lane, Chilmark, 

Wiltshire. His parents were recorded as Charles Barrett (Agricultural Labourer, aged 44, born Bishop’s Fonthill) & 

Arabella Barrett (aged 44, born Tisbury). William was one of ten children listed in this Census – Reginald J. 

(Indoor Lad – Domestic, aged 15, born Hindon), Percival G. (Keeper’s Help, aged 14, born Hindon), Leonard H. 

(aged 12, born Hindon),  Alice M. (aged 10), then William, Henry J. (aged 7, born Hindon), Edward C. (aged 6, 

born Hindon), Catherine D. (aged 4, born Ridge Chilmark), Cecil J. (aged 2, born Ridge Chilmark) & Florence A. 

(aged 10 months, born Ridge Chilmark). 

The 1911 Census recorded William Barrett as an 18 year old Shepherd living with his father – Charles Barrett 

(Farm Labourer, aged 52) & older brother – Leonard Barrett (Carter of Farm, aged 22). The 3 men were living in a 

3 roomed dwelling at Ridge Chilmark, Wiltshire.  

(Meanwhile the 1911 Census recorded William’s mother – Arabella Barrett (aged 53) living at Forge Cottage, 

Chilmark, which was a 6 room dwelling. Arabella Barrett had been married for 30 years & had 13 children in total, 

with one child deceased. There were 5 children still living at home on this Census – Henry John (Carter of Farm, 

aged 17), Edward Casper (Carter of Farm, aged 16), Catherine D. (At School, aged 14), Cecil Joseph (At School, 

aged 12) & Florence Annie (At School, aged 10).      

 

William Charles Barrett enlisted at Salisbury with Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire) Regiment. He was given the 

rank of Private & a service number of 10425.   

Private William Charles Barrett entered a Theatre of War – France on 6
th
 March, 1915.    

 

Private William Charles Barrett died of wounds on 20th October, 1916. He was attached to 2
nd

 Battalion, Wiltshire 

Regiment at the time of his death.  

Private William Charles Barrett was buried in Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-L’Abbe, France – Plot V. C. 42. 

His death is acknowledged by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. The CWGC lists Private W. C. 

Barrett, 10425, 2
nd

 Bn., Wiltshire Regiment. No family details are listed. 

 

2nd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 

1914 

The 2nd Battalion mobilized on the 29th July 1914 when the ‘Alarm in Fortress’ was sounded in Gibraltar, sailing 

for England a month later. They landed at Zeebrugge as part of the 7th Division in October.  Their initial 

deployment to defend Antwerp was abandoned after it was captured by the Germans.  They redeployed to a 

position East of Ypres and very soon were in action at Reutel near Ypres. This first action for many was also their 

last as the battalion lost 450 men and 18 officers captured, 76 men and 7 officers were killed and 229 wounded 

after being assaulted by two complete German Regiments. After many other actions they ended 1914 in the line 

at Fleurbaix. 

1915 

The 2nd Battalion started 1915 in the Fleurbaix area remaining in the waterlogged trenches when they were 

relieved by the Canadians in March.  They were removed from the line to prepare for a major assault at Neuve 

Chapelle which started on the 9th of March. By the 14th March the battalion had suffered nearly 400 casualties. 

After a few days rest they returned to the line at Laventie where they resumed trench warfare.  In May the 
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battalion took part in the battle of Festubert where they suffered 158 casualties for one mile of ground taken. This 

was followed by a rest period in the Bethune area where they were reinforced. In June they were one of the 

leading battalions in the attack at Givenchy where after taking significant casualties the operation was cancelled. 

This was followed by many months of trench warfare in different sectors leading up to the Battle of Loos in 

September where their casualty figure was 400. Rest and reorganisation followed and in early December they 

were again redeployed to another Division, the 30th ending the year at Autheux.  

1916 

The 2nd Battalion started 1916 in the area of Amiens. They remained in this general area relieving units in 

trenches and training for an offensive that was going to take place in July.  On the 1st July they were in support in 

the area of Montauban, followed by two days of attacks. They remained in this area for most of July. On the 8th 

July they played a leading part in the attack on Trones Wood and at one point bayoneted their way through what 

remained of the German defenders in the wood.  They suffered 240 casualties in this action but were awarded 

 plus 23 decorations for gallantry. Further attacks followed in the Somme and Flers areas and they ended the 

year just South of Arras. 

(Information from The Wardrobe – Home of the Infantry Regiments of Berkshire & Wiltshire) 

 

The 2
nd

 Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment were involved in the Battle of Le Transloy between 1
st
 – 18

th
 October, 1916 

including the capture of Eaucourt l’Abbaye, Le Sars and the attacks on Butte de Warlencourt. 

 

 

Private William Charles Barrett was entitled to 1915 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. 

 

1915 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal 

 

W. Barrett is remembered as a casualty of World War 1 in the Diocese of Salisbury Memorial Book 1914-1918 for 

the parish of Chilmark. 

 

Private William Charles Barrett is not remembered on the Hindon War Memorial. 

 

 

 

http://www.thewardrobe.org.uk/home
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Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-L’Abbe, France 

Mericourt-l'Abbe is a village approximately 19 kilometres north-east of Amiens and 10 kilometres south-west of 
Albert. Heilly Station Cemetery is about 2 kilometres south-west of Mericourt-l'Abbe, on the south side of the road 
to Corbie. 

The 36th Casualty Clearing Station was at Heilly from April 1916. It was joined in May by the 38th, and in July by 
the 2/2nd London, but these hospitals had all moved on by early June 1917.  
 
The cemetery was begun in May 1916 and was used by the three medical units until April 1917. From March to 
May 1918, it was used by Australian units, and in the early autumn for further hospital burials when the 20th 
Casualty Clearing Station was there briefly in August and September 1918. The last burial was made in May 
1919. 
 
There are now 2,890 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in this 
cemetery. Only 12 of the burials are unidentified and special memorials are erected to 21 casualties whose 
graves in the cemetery could not be exactly located. The cemetery also contains 83 German graves. 
 
(Information & photos from CWGC) 
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Photo of Private W. C. Barrett’s CWGC headstone located in Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-L’Abbe, France. 

The burials in this cemetery were carried out under extreme pressure and many of the graves are either too close 

together to be marked individually, or they contain multiple burials. Some headstones carry as many as three sets 

of casualty details, and in these cases, regimental badges have had to be omitted. Instead, these badges, 117 in 

all, have been carved on a cloister wall on the north side of the cemetery. 

 

(Photo courtesy David Milborrow) 
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